
Murphysboro City Council Meeting 
August 13, 2013 

 
The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its 
ordinances, on the 13th day of August, 2013.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m. and Father Gary Gummersheimer led the council in prayer.  
Following the invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.  Mayor Stephens then directed City Clerk Cottonaro to call 
the roll.  The roll was called with the following  
 
Present: Barb Hughes, Ron Nolan, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Danny Bratton, 

Sandra Bullar, Russell Brown, Gary McComb 
 
Absent: Mike Bastien, Mark Costa 
 
Mayor Stephens and council members presented The Russell Breading 
Memorial Community Service Award to Ms. Maria McCormick.   
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the July 9, 2013 council meeting.  All 
aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their review, prior to the 
meeting. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register #502 and #503 through 
August 9, 2013, accounts receivable through August 9, 2013 and payroll 
through August 9, 2013.  All aldermen received a copy of the accounts 
payable, accounts receivable and payroll for their review, prior to the 
meeting. 
Motion by Alderman Bratton Second by Alderman McComb 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 



 

REQUESTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
Claude Stearns of 507 Stearns spoke to the council regarding property at 513 
Stearns.  His next door neighbor doesn’t take care of things at all.  Questioned 
what the process is to get something done.  He is to talk to Mayor Stephens. 
 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

 
Budget & Finance Committee meeting of July 22, 2013 
 
Motion:  To approve accounts payable register #501 through July 22, 2013. 
Motion by Alderman Brown Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Mayor Stephens stated that we owe nothing on the line of credit at this time. 
 
Motion:  To approve to renew the line of credit with First Bank and Trust 
Company. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve becoming a member of the Chamber of Commerce at a 
cost of $200. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman Ardrey 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Public Works Committee meeting of July 22, 2013.   
 
Motion:  To approve Murphysboro Electric’s bid of $10,271 for installing an 
underground feeder to the wastewater treatment plant. 
Motion by Alderman Bratton Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  .  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve the proposal/resolution for MFT Oil & Chip Program in 
the amount of $53,862.10. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
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Public Improvement meeting of July 22, 2013. 
 
Motion:  To appoint Jeff Ripperda and Judy Bost to the Historic 
Preservation Commission. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve MediaCom Franchise Agreement authorization to 
engage in informal negotiations. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 
Public Safety Committee meeting of July 22, 2013.   
 
Motion:  To approve the basketball goal ordinance. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar Seconded by Alderman McComb 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Building & Grounds Committee meeting of July 22, 2013 
 
Motion:  To approve the proposal from Twin Supplies, Ltd for lighting 
upgrades.  
Motion by Alderman Ardrey   Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
Community Relations Committee meeting of July 22, 2013. 
 
Motion:  To approve the Apple Festival Committee’s request for street 
closures with the exception for Saturday, September 14th for the parade, 
this is changed to 10 a.m. 
Motion by Alderman Nolan Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Personnel Committee meeting of July 22, 2013 
 
Motion:  To approve releasing executive committee minutes of January 28, 
2013, March 25, 2013, May 14, 2013 and hold the minutes of January 8, 
2013, February 25, 2013, May 28, 2013. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Mayor Stephens discussed the Supplemental Estimate for the Pavement Marking 
Program. 
 
Motion:  To approve the Supplemental Estimate for the 2013 Pavement 
Marking Program in the amount of $2,242.21. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Mayor Stephens gave an update on the DCEO Grant award for $100,000 for the 
purposes of upgrading the water line along 7th Street.  Doesn’t include costs for 
widening the streets, etc.  Discussed the possible use of an 8” line. 
 
Mayor Stephens discussed placement of a City Newsletter on the back side of 
water bills with information highlights of the last meeting, new businesses, 
community interests, alderman awards and items, other departments, new 
ordinances, etc. 
 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Barb Hughes Inquired if Sandra could write a letter to the department 

heads about purchasing.  Inquired about Gartside Street 
where Greenberg’s used to be.  There are old used junk 
cars there.  Richard Holmes leased the property from Fred 
Cripps. 

 
Ron Nolan Nothing 
 
Vicki Ardrey Feed the Football Team is coming up on October 18th.  

She will coordinate and give more details and a sign up 
sheet soon. 

 
Bill Pierson BBQ-Parkin on E lm & 18th Street.  We need to enforce 

one way parking.  Jeff Bock thinging of additional signage 
to use. 

 
Danny Bratton Recognize Boy Scout in attendance.  Inquired of Harold 

Sheffer if EPA had issued a response yet.  Harold 
indicated that they said they were still trying to get to it.  
March 14th is supposed to be the completion date for the 
water line but IDOT can hold up work for the period of  11-
1 through 4/15 because of snow issues, therefore they do 
not work. 

 
Sandi Bullar Inquired what the new business is by Niemen’s.  Eric says 

it is a rental furniture store. 
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Russell Brown Nothing  
 
Gary McComb He is receiving phone calls about grass being blown out in 

the streets.  Home owner should get a ticket or contractor 
should get a ticket.  We are not addressing this problem. 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Jeff Bock Newsletter-look at ordinance about alderman enforcing laws. 
 
Ed Heller Nothing 
 
Eric Kennedy Nothing 
 
Tim Lee Nothing 
 
Ron Manwaring School district emergency meeting.  Lot of good things 

coming out of it regarding emergency responses to schools. 
 
Verdonna Otey Nothing 
 
Sandra Ripley Nothing 
 
Harold Sheffer Nothing 
 
Steve Swafford Nothing. 
 
Motion:  To go into executive session at 8:10 pm to discuss matters related 
to 5ILCS 120/2(c)(1) regarding pending litigation.   

Motion by Alderman McComb Seconded by Alderman Bullar 

Yeas: Barb Hughes, Ron Nolan, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Danny Bratton, 
Russell Brown, Sandi Bullar, Gary McComb  

Nays: None 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To come out of executive session at 8:50 p.m. 

Motion by Alderman McComb Seconded by Alderman Hughes 

Yeas: Barb Hughes, Ron Nolan, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Danny Bratton, 
Russell Brown, Sandi Bullar, Gary McComb  

Nays: None 
Motion Carried  
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Motion:  To approve Attorney Heller to issue a final offer to John 
Medwedeff to consist of $32,092.46 which is the amount of the retainage 
held, with the stipulation that Mr. Medwedeff relinquish all ownership of 
and give full Visual Artist’s Right Act rights to the Town Center Park 
project.   
Motion by Alderman Bratton Second by Alderman McComb 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To adjourn 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 


