
Murphysboro City Council Meeting 
September 9, 2014 

 
The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its 
ordinances, on the 9th day of September, 2014.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m. and Alderman Ardrey led the council in prayer.  Following the 
invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  
Mayor Stephens then directed Deputy City Clerk Ripley to call the roll.  The roll was 
called with the following  
 
Present: Barb Hughes, Vicki Ardrey, Bill Pierson, Mike Bastien, Danny Bratton, 

Sandi Bullar 
 
Absent: Mark Costa, Russell Brown, Gary McComb, Ron Nolan 
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the August 12, 2014 and August 20, 2014 
council meetings.  All aldermen received a copy of the minutes, for their 
review, prior to the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar  Second by Alderman Ardrey 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register #549 and #550               
through September 5, 2014, accounts receivable through August 31, 2014 and 
payroll through August 31, 2014.  All aldermen received a copy of the 
accounts payable, accounts receivable and payroll for their review, prior to the 
meeting. 
Motion by Alderman Bastien Second by Alderman Bratton 
Motion Carried 



 

REQUESTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
Property Owners from North 7th Street (Chuck Stuhrenberg, Pete Polete, Carole 
Spurling, Jerry Wright, Bill Todd, Randy Fricke and Dan Bost) were present to state 
their case for the need for improvements to North 7th Street.  Pete Polete advised 
that the road is too narrow.  The current width is 18’ and there are issues with cars 
and semi-trucks trying to pass.  Alderman Bratton agreed that in the winter the road 
is down to one lane.  It was asked if North 7th Street is a FAU Route and if those 
designated funds could be used.  Mayor Stephens stated that the businesses are 
extremely important to the City of Murphysboro and that we will discuss with our 
engineers any potential way with FAU Funds, Motor Fuel Funds as well as other 
potential grant funds that could be used to further this project.     
 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS 

 
Budget & Finance Committee meeting of August 25, 2014. 
 
Motion:  To approve paying Accounts Payable Register #548 through August 
25, 2014. 
Motion by Alderman Bratton    Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve paying a $500 retainer for a grant writer. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar     Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve the City of Murphysboro Investment Policy. 
Motion by Alderman Bullar     Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
Community Relations Committee meeting of August 25, 2014. 
 
Motion:  To approve requiring the Apple Festival 5K Run pay the required fee 
of $100.   
Motion by Alderman Bratton    Second by Alderman Ardrey 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote with Alderman Bullar voting no and all others 
were in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
Public Works Committee meeting of August 25, 2014 
 
The Council discussed the request for vacating the right-of-way at 1190 North 19th 
Street and Attorney Blake advised that the ordinance and all related paperwork was 
ready.  However, according to state statue, passing the ordinance requires an 
affirmative vote of ¾ of the council.  There are not enough members present to pass 
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the ordinance.  It was then decided to hold a special City Council meeting prior to 
the committee meeting at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, September 22, 2014. 
 
Tyler Young, representative of the Jackson County Housing Authority, presented 
various information relative to the water leak repair issue including a copy of the 
Cooperation Agreement signed by Mayor Bowers and a Resolution signed by the 
Housing Authority.  Everyone agreed that they wish for this issue to be resolved with 
a determination of whose responsibility water issues are.   
 
Motion:  To approve the repair of the water leak for the JCHA.  
Motion by Alderman Pierson   Second by Alderman Hughes   
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote with Alderman Bratton voting no and all 
others were in favor.  
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve $6500 for change order #21 for additional costs for 
relocating the 4th Street water main.  
Motion by Alderman Ardrey   Second by Alderman Bullar   
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor.   
Motion Carried. 
 
Building & Grounds Committee meeting of August 25, 2014. 
 
Motion:  To approve the $2600 bid from Maring’s Contracting for roof repair on 
the chlorine building at the WWTP 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey   Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 
Public Improvement Committee meeting of August 25, 2014. 
 
Motion:  To approve selection of red background, in Monotype Corsiva font 
with white lettering for dine, shop, enjoy, participating at 50% final cost share 
with the Chamber and to co-author a solicitation letter to business community. 
Motion by Alderman Bastien Seconded by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote with Alderman Bratton voting no and all 
others were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Public Safety Committee meeting of August 25, 2014 
 
Motion:  To deny the request for a stop sign at 19th & Gartside Street. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey Seconded by Alderman Bratton  
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote with Alderman Bullar voting no and all others 
were in favor.  
Motion Carried 
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Motion:  To authorize a No Bus Traffic sign on 2000 block of Edith Street. 
Motion by Alderman Ardrey  Seconded by Alderman Bastien 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Personnel Committee meeting of August 25, 2014 
 
No action taken. 
 
Labor Committee meeting of August 25, 2014 
 
No action taken. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Mayors Stephens reminded the Council that the Apple Festival Grand Parade is this 
Saturday, September 13th, 2014.  All Council members and their families are invited 
to walk in the parade.  As usual, we will have apples to hand out.  Please meet by 
10:15 a.m. at 21st & Walnut Street.  Mayor Stephens further advised the Council that 
the annual BBQ Cook-off will be Friday, September 19th and Saturday, September 
20th.  This year Mike Mills has added the World Food Championships with the FYI 
network filming the entire weekend.  He also stated that the Murphysboro Chamber 
of Commerce will once again host the Blues Festival at Riverside Park on Saturday, 
September 20th.  The event will begin at Noon.   
 
Mayor Stephens stated that he was contacted by Chris Grissom regarding the 
suggested concrete bollards beside his garage.  This item will be added to the public 
safety committee meeting agenda. 
 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Barbara Hughes   nothing  
 
Vicki Ardrey   nothing 
 
Bill Pierson   nothing 
 
Mike Bastien   nothing 
 
Danny Bratton   complimented the water line contractor on getting everything 

ready for apple festival.   
 
Sandi Bullar   commented on the amount of lawn chairs already out for the 

parade. 
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DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Richard Blake Nothing 
 
Sandra Ripley Nothing 
 
Bill Center                Stated that the circus will be down at the park on 9/18 
 
Steve Swafford Stated that Engine 10 is in the shop and the Rescue truck 

needs tires 
 
Brian Hollo Advised that Officers Smelter and Jones will be leading the 

parade this year 
 
Eric Kennedy Nothing 
 
Ron Manwaring Advised that he attended the Hazard Mitigation planning 

meeting 
 
Tim Lee Will get the apples for the parade at 10:30 a.m. and will work 

with Alderman McComb on where to store them 
 
Darrin Mills Nothing 
 
Jim Stewart Nothing 
 
Motion:  To adjourn 
Motion by Alderman Bratton Second by Alderman Bullar 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 


