
Murphysboro City Council Meeting 
October 13, 2015 

 
The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its 
ordinances, on the 13th day of October, 2015.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. and Pastor Charlie Allen led the council in prayer.  Following the 
invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  
Mayor Stephens then directed City Clerk Cottonaro to call the roll.  The roll was 
called with the following  
 
Present: Barb Hughes, Mark Costa, Russell Brown, Herb Voss, Gary McComb, 

Bill Pierson, Danny Bratton, John Erbes, Gloria Campos, Tom Ridings 
 
Absent:  
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the September 8, 2015 council meeting and 
the October 5, 2015 special council meeting.  All aldermen received a copy of 
the minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register #600 and #601 through 
October 9, 2015, accounts receivable through October 9, 2015 and payroll 
through October 9, 2015.  All aldermen received a copy of the accounts 
payable, accounts receivable and payroll for their review, prior to the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman Hughes Second by Alderman Campos 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
  



REQUESTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
No comments from the floor 
 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS  

 
Building and Grounds Committee meeting of September 28, 2015.  Mayor Stephens 
stated that he had visited the WWTP project and it is going well, the alderman 
should go see it. 
 
Motion:  To approve proceeding with the berm construction. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Public Improvement Committee meeting of September 28, 2015. 
 
Motion:  To approve granting permission to MSI to put up lights on one field. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Public Safety meeting of September 28, 2015.  Chief Swafford indicated that the 
new fire truck should be here this Friday and he needs one week to get it ready for 
service. 
 
No action taken. 
 
Personnel Committee meeting of September 28, 2015.  Chief Hollo stated that 
Travis Brouillette has taken an RN position at Lourdes Hospital in Paducah, 
Kentucky and his last day of work is this Friday. 
 
Motion:  To proceed with hiring a replacement dispatcher. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Budget and Finance Committee meeting of October 5, 2015. 
 
Alderman McComb raised a question regarding the payment of $11,616.71 to One 
Source contracting for repair of the retaining wall on Lucier Street.  Attorney Heller 
stated that we cannot use public funds to make repairs to private property.  We do 
not own nor did we cause the problem, therefore we cannot use public funds for this, 
it is an illegal expenditure of public funds.  Mayor Stephens stated that the county 
and the county trustee would not do a darn thing and it is a shame that now this 
particular citizen will have the contractor come back on them.  Attorney Heller stated 
that the county and county trustee have a liability and the citizen could sue the 
county and win.  Mayor Stephens thanked Attorney Heller and the council for doing 
their homework, we have a good council. 
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Motion:  To approve denying payment of $11,616.71 to One Source for Lucier 
Street retaining wall repair. 
Motion by Alderman McComb    Second by Alderman Bratton 
Ayes: Alderman Costa, Alderman Brown, Alderman Voss, Alderman McComb, 

Alderman Pierson, Alderman Bratton, Alderman Erbes, Alderman Campos, 
Alderman Ridings 

Nays: Alderman Hughes 
Motion carried 
 
Motion:  To approve paying Accounts Payable Register #598 and #599 through 
October 5, 2015 with exception of $11,616.71 to One Source. 
Motion by Alderman Bratton   Second by Alderman McComb 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried 
 
Community Relations meeting of October 5, 2015 
 
Alderman Bratton raised questions that need to be answered before we commit to 
the BLIP internet proposal.  What are they going to do for us; they had initially stated 
they were going to pay us a monthly fee of $500 for use of all three towers and no 
where in the proposal does it say that.  What happens if they go out of business or 
sell to another company?  How many businesses do they have?  How long is the 
contract?  Alderman Bratton has reservations about them mounting equipment on 
our water towers.  We need to address issues of this agreement.  Do they have 
bond and liability insurance?  Alderman Pierson expressed those same concerns as 
well as the fact that we have a franchise agreement with Media Com and what 
happens with that; what is their financial position, we should be able to see financial 
statements, and if we open this up is it to only one company or to other companies? 
 
Motion:  To proceed with moving forward on the BLIP internet proposal 
pending city attorney and council review. 
Motion by Alderman Pierson    Second by Alderman Campos 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve moving no parking to the south side of Poplar Street from 
14th to 17th Street. 
Motion by Alderman Bratton   Second by Alderman McComb 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
Public Works Committee meeting of October 5, 2015. 
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Motion:  To approve to walk away from our liens on the properties at 814 North 
Street and 1912 Edith Street. 
Motion by Alderman Pierson    Second by Alderman Erbes 
Ayes: Alderman Hughes, Alderman Costa, Alderman Brown, Alderman Voss, 

Alderman Pierson, Alderman Bratton, Alderman Erbes, Alderman Campos, 
Alderman Ridings 

Nays: Alderman McComb 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve proceeding with the wiring for the generator at a cost of 
$2,000. 
Motion by Alderman Bratton    Second by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Reminder that the friends of Murphysboro Big Muddy Monster Brew Fest will be held 
on Saturday, October 17th at Riverside Park. 
 
Motion:  To approve the advertising internally for position at wastewater 
treatment plant. 
Motion by Alderman Hughes Seconded by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To approve the ordinance proposing the approval of the Business 
District Plant and designating The Business District and fix a time and place 
for a public hearing. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Seconded by Alderman Brown 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Mayor Stephens opened and the council considered bids for surplus real estate 
property and they are as follows:199 North 23rd Street, Kyle and Amanda Tuttle-
$601.99; Lot behind 618 Illinois Avenue (0933454001), Angela Stanton-$1500; 427 
Lucier Street, Elisha and Thomas Zlotnicki-$750; 425 Lucier Street, Elisha and 
Thomas Zlotnicki-$750; 1527 Pine Street, Kimberly Cline and Clay Hanks-$1027 
 
Motion:  To approve accepting the following bids for surplus real estate:  199 
North 23rd Street, Kyle and Amanda Tuttle-$601.99; Lot behind 618 Illinois 
Avenue (0933454001), Angela Stanton-$1500;427 Lucier Street, Elisha and 
Thomas Zlotnicki-$750;425 Lucier Street, Elisha and Thomas Zlotnicki-
$750;1527 Pine Street, Kimberly Cline and Clay Hanks-$1027. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Seconded by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
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DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Ed Heller Nothing 
 
Sandra Ripley Thanks for help at Community Night Out.  It was a great 

success 
 
Bill Center Wanted Alderman Bratton to know that in Time Magazine they 

had a photo of a plaque of Taylor Swift all done in gum balls. 
 
Steven Swafford Nothing 
 
Brian Hollo Informed the council that last April he had brought to the city 

attorney’s attention fees that he believes we should be getting in 
lieu of the county getting. 

 
Eric Kennedy Nothing 
 
Darrin Mills Nothing 
 
Jim Stewart Nothing 
 
Motion:  To go into executive session at 7:50 pm to discuss matters related to 
5ILCS 120/2(c)(2) regarding collective negotiating matters and the contract 
proposal between the city and its employees or their representatives 
Motion by Alderman McComb   Second by Alderman Hughes 
Yeas: Alderman Hughes, Alderman Costa, Alderman Brown, Alderman Voss, 

Alderman McComb, Alderman Pierson, Alderman Bratton, Alderman Erbes, 
Alderman Campos, Alderman Ridings  

Nays: None 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To come out of executive session at 7:55 p.m. 
Motion by Alderman McComb   Second by Alderman Hughes 
Yeas: Alderman Hughes, Alderman Costa, Alderman Brown, Alderman Voss, 

Alderman McComb, Alderman Pierson, Alderman Bratton, Alderman Erbes, 
Alderman Campos, Alderman Ridings 

Nays: None 
Motion Carried  
 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Tom Ridings Nothing 
 
Gloria Campos 5K update.  She is looking at a spring date.  Perhaps she will 

just have people bring food for the food pantry for now 
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John Erbes Appreciate the work Sandra does for night out. 
 
Danny Bratton November 1st deadline for SPIN to be tied to the sewer is fast 

approaching.  What are we going to do?  Alderman Voss had 
set up a meeting with them to discuss the issue but they did 
not show up for the meeting.  It was determined to have 
Sandra send them a letter regarding the deadline.  Something 
needs to be done.   

 
Bill Pierson Nothing 
 
Gary McComb Nothing 
 
Herb Voss Nothing. 
 
Russell Brown Nothing 
 
Mark Costa Nothing 
 
Barb Hughes Nothing 
 
Motion:  To adjourn 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Bratton 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 


