TITLE

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT OPERATOR TRAINEE

ORGANIZATION

This position is within the Public Works Department of the City Government.

DUTIES

Under the supervision of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent, performs a variety of skilled and unskilled manual laboring activities requiring physical strength and coordination.  Perform routine sampling and laboratory tests. May use basic hand tools, limited power driven equipment, and basic laboratory equipment. 

DESCRIPTION

Incumbent shall perform duties as follows:

(A) Perform maintenance checks of the complete plant complex regardless of outside weather conditions.  These checks include opening and closing heavy doors and lids, going up and down stairways, entering confined spaces, climbing up and down entrance ladders, reading and recording numbers from various meters and gauges and using standard mathematical calculations in this process.  Checking operating machinery and equipment for unusual noises.  Checking bearings for overheating and lubricating equipment as needed.  Enter the finding of above rounds in the records.  

(B) Respond to lift station alarm systems.  Respond to in-plant equipment alarm systems (includes visual observation of indicator lights and listening for alarms on monitored equipment).  When a problem is noticed, attempt to rectify, and/or notify the operator in charge.  

(C) Pick up liquid samples from various areas of the plant for the purpose of testing in the plant laboratory.  This requires walking around open tanks on walkways and entering confined spaces.  Perform laboratory tests as required, which involves using various laboratory instruments and chemicals and recording the results in writing.  

(D) Be in training to become able to use self-contained breathing apparatus and using atmospheric testing equipment when entering a confined space.

(E) Observe the appearance of the raw sewage entering the plant for color, odor and temperature.  This requires walking around open tanks.  

(F) Assist in maintenance of all treatment plant facilities, equipment and remote pumping stations, requiring the performance of all phases of janitorial and maintenance duties.  Use miscellaneous hand and power tools, and perform minor electrical repairs. Conduct pre-operation visual and manual check to vehicles and equipment before use and correct any problems.  Work in tanks that contain sewage sludge that requires wearing boots and using small tools.  

(G) Handle chemicals and be responsible for the unloading of delivery trucks.

(H) Comprehend and follow oral and/or written instructions. 

(I) Be knowledgeable and practice good safety procedures in process of all work.

(J) Perform other duties as requested.

QUALIFICATIONS

Technical:

Requires High School education or equivalent.  Current Illinois driver’s license.

Physical:

Incumbent must be in good health and able to climb ladders, crawl in close spaces, drive a vehicle (including lawn tractors), and lift objects up to 100 pounds.  Incumbent will be exposed to extremes of weather, noxious fumes, insects, rodents, reptiles, pollen, mold, dust, and animal dander.  Must be capable of sustained rigorous physical labor.  

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS

Technical:

Must have knowledge or ability to develop the knowledge of laboratory apparatus and its proper use.  Requires the use of various mathematical equations.  Must be able to be trained and become proficient in the use and care of Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA).  

Physical:

As listed under Physical Qualifications.  

